
IDENTITY – Exam project 

 

When I was a kid, I loved to sing and perform. So one day my 

parents gave me a microphone and all of a sudden I got shy. 

Through that object I got to experience myself in for me a 

completely new way. The sound that I was making echoed back to 

me, but I couldn’t recognize it as me. The microphone 

transformed my voice, taking it outside of my body and made me 

experience myself as a spectator.  

This may have been one of my first encounters with the 

question of self and identity, but even if; I was too young at 

the time to comprehend it.  

 

My work always starts out from a human aspect and interest, 

and I use the body as the platform for exploring social 

contexts, relations and behaviors, actions and reactions. The 

body enables us to experience the outside world, where we can 

interact with other humans and objects and it is in these 

relations that the construction of identity and self take 

form.  

 

We live in a co-dependent relationship with the everyday 

object; they serve as prostheses in a symbiosis with the body.  

Objects are made by us, for us: 

As tools or extension of our bodies, to contain hot liquid, 

cut through thick bones or to manifest social belonging. They 

are containers of personal memories, historical events, status 

and social codes and they form a link between us and the 

outside world. 

Objects are made to mimic the body both in function and shape. 

The chair as legs, a bottom/seat, a back and sometimes arms 

and its sole purpose is to support the body. This makes the 

chair more of a body, when the human body is absent. 

Objects speak of us, they tell stories of who we are, what 

time we live in, our material culture and values and how we 

interact and relate to our surroundings.  



Am I dining from a five course meal place setting or from a 

cardboard McDonald’s happy meal kit?  

Objects talk of an appropriate and not appropriate way of 

interacting with them out from a social context. Here they 

serve to navigate us as social beings, help us to understand 

our surroundings and to adapt to new situations.  

 

This close relationship between object and body became my 

entry and my project started as an investigation of the border 

between everyday objects and the body. 

 

I wanted to physically visualize this merge of body and object 

and create a body of work that both talked about identity and 

opened up for a new way of looking upon identity by using the 

object reference and put it in a new body context.  

 

My aim with the project was not solely to portray identity 

through objects but to also create a new body platform for 

them in my jewellery, where the intimate connection to the 

body makes it into an active participant in the construction 

of identity.  

Jewllery has the possibility to change a body silhouette and 

its dependence on the body, reaction to its movement and 

shape, make us become aware of our own body and the fact that 

we become a part of its content creates a new interaction and 

space for us. 

 

So by taking away the practical function and relation to us as 

an everyday object and use their reference and connection to 

the body, the jewllery gives the object a new function within 

the body context.  

 

Through the project it has been important for me to portray 

this merge of body and object from both angles. To let the 

objects meet the body in a humanization and visualize the 

layers of human identity imbedded in an everyday object.  



And to create a new body-object relation, by letting the 

objects take a deconstructed and reassembled form as 

jewellery. 

 

To humanize the objects in this merge with the body, makes it 

possible to experience identity outside the physical body, 

where the mind can deconstruct the visual information and 

reassemble it to an own interpretation.  

But identity is in constant change, in motion. And wearing 

jewellery is an act of performing. It is an interaction and a 

reaction with a space and viewers. 

In this sense jewellery also serve to challenge our perception 

and notion of what identity is and how it is constructed. 

 

My pieces are built and constructed of multiple layers, 

castings of castings of castings, deconstructing, transforming 

and reassembling. I play with materials, forms and structures 

to trigger the mind and shift our perceptions. The inside 

interacts with the outside, becomes visible, transparence, and 

soft becomes hard. 

 

I position myself as a material artist within the field of 

jewellery and corpus, where the connecting link is the body. 

And this project has taken me to claim the space both in a 

corpus and jewellery world.  

 

My name is Lina and welcome to my Master Exam! 


