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”Use the libraries as society’s open spaces 
for mental cultivation, experiences and 

conversations.

The Swedish national strategy for libraries, published in 2019 by the National 
Library of Sweden on behalf of the Government, with the utmost goal to 
strengthen democracy, describes a vision of a library for all in 2030.

Historically, the library has been quiet rooms with collections of books. Something 
that does not support today’s nor future needs of a library according to the national 
strategy. 
Is it possible to combine the vision of an open space with the old-time quiet 
library?

Library of Östersund is a public library that has outgrown its premises from the 
1950s, but due to savings, plans for a new library have been put on hold.
I have examined how changes to the interior can support the aim to reach the goals 
of the Swedish national library strategy. Above all, to attract new groups without 
scaring away the visitors of today, or yesterday.

The emphasis lies on how the spatial design can encourage activity versus focus, 
the importance of forms, flows and meetings of different materials, and how 
the relationship between architecture and body is formed from a diversity of 
perspectives.

ABSTRACT
"Swedish National Strategy for Libraries"

by The National Library of Sweden
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The library has been called the Treasure trove of democracy. Nevertheless, in 
times of fake news and populism on the rise, Swedish libraries struggle with 
shrinking budgets and age-old premises.

The first ever Swedish national strategy for libraries (SNSL), published in 2019 by 
the National Library of Sweden on behalf of the Government, describes a vision of 
a “library for all” in 2030 with the utmost goal to strengthen democracy. Histori-
cally, the library has been quiet rooms with collections of books - something that, 
according to the SNSL, does not support neither today’s nor future needs. The 
spaces need to evolve.

What physical elements are needed to modernize the public library and make it a 
place for both social interactions and focused learning and reading? How can the 
interior designer contribute to such a renewal? How can changes to the interior 
support and activate spaces to work in different contexts?
 
I am using the library of Östersund, built in 1958 as a case study library to angle 
my project in a specific context. Library of Östersund is a public library that has 
outgrown its premises, but due to savings, plans for a new library have been put 
on hold. I am examining how cost efficient changes to the interior can support the 
aims towards reaching the goals of the SNSL. 
 

I have confined myself to the entrance, the children’s library and to the youth 
department, which the library is currently in the process of expanding and rear-
ranging. The demarcation is also to some extent economic. I have chosen to work 
with the library as it is today and focused on solutions that, after talking with the 
library’s management, I found to be economically defensible.
 
My project does not aim to reinvent the library, but to investigate how small chang-
es to existing environments can alter how the spaces are perceived and used.
 
The emphasis lies in how the spatial design can encourage activity versus focus, 
the importance of forms, flows and meetings of different materials, and how the 
relationship between architecture and body is formed from a diversity of perspec-
tives.
 
Through studies of other projects and references, interviews with the staff and 
observations of the site, I will create a proposal for library of Östersund that could 
attract more visitors as an open space of society, both as a place of interactions and 
a space for focus, learning and concentration.
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BACKGROUND

BACKGROUND

Public libraries are spaces of interaction, and one of the few public, non-commer-
cial spaces left in many communities, gathering people from different generations 
and backgrounds. The library is a heterotopia of collected worlds which can be ac-
cessed through reading and the imagination1. The public library itself works in the 
aim of democracy and knowledge distribution with specific target groups, which 
the 2013 Swedish Library Act defines as of children, minorities, people with disa-
bilities and people with Swedish as their second language2. But the public library is 
also in change, and with that comes new challenges, programs and activities, some 
of them conflicting.

The Swedish Library Act and the Swedish National Strategy for 
Libraries

The Swedish Library Act, in its first opening section, states that Swedish libraries 
should be “libraries for all”. In the Swedish national strategy for libraries, publis-
hed in 2019 by the National Library of Sweden on behalf of the Government, this 
is developed into “The vision for the libraries is for them to be there for everyone, 
taking into account the needs and circumstances of the individual.” 3

The SNSL deducts this into one main goal and six means, where the goal is:

“A democratic society in which every one can 
freely access the world’s collected literature and 

knowledge, in order to be able to operate in society 
on their own terms"

1 Foucault, Michel (1997) Of Other Spaces: Utopias and Heterotopias in Rethinking 
Architecture: A Reader in Cultural Theory. Edited by Neil Leach. NYC: Routledge. 1997. pp.334
2 SFS 2013:801. Bibliotekslagen (Swedish Library Act). Stockholm: Kulturdepartementet
3 Fichtelius, Erik and Persson, Christina and Enarson, Eva (2019). The treasure trove of 
democracy: proposal for a national strategy for libraries. Stockholm: National Library of Sweden, 
National Strategy for Libraries. pp.1
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BACKGROUND

VISION

a library for all
OBJECTVE

democracy

  MEAN

 SOCIETY’S 
OPEN SPACE

       MEAN

READING

MEAN

COMMON
INFRASTRUCTURE

       MEAN

LEARNING

The means are what the public library should work for, together with the library 
law, in the following years. The SNSL has been criticised for putting too much 
emphasis on the digitalisation of the library4. I have therefore chosen to put my 
main focus on the second mean, Society’s open space, which specifically talks 
about the physical space of the public library. It states that the goal is to “Use the 
libraries as society’s open spaces for mental cultivation, experiences and conversa-
tions “. 5

The SNSL describes the library as a physical space for people to meet but also a 
place to be alone in. The library should encourage creativity, arrangements and 
inspiration. It describes the library as a place that is functional, safe, serene and 
inspiring and that people should see it as their library. 6

4 Eriksson, Thord (2019). Tung kritik mot förslaget till ny biblioteksstrategi. Biblioteksbladet 
(October 16  2019)
5 Fichtelius, Erik and Persson, Christina and Enarson, Eva (2019). The treasure trove of 
democracy: proposal for a national strategy for libraries. Stockholm: National Library of Sweden, 
National Strategy for Libraries. pp.11
6  Ibid. pp.11
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RESEARCH

  MEAN

NATIONAL DIGITAL 
LIBRARY SERVICES
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BACKGROUND BACKGROUND

The Role of the Architect

Many libraries are nowhere near accommodating the needs of today. In late 2019, 
The Swedish Library Association published a report called Byggboom. It states 
that 

Spaces from the 60-90s are often rooms with bookshelves - and such 
spaces do not support the library’s mission. The premises must be 
adapted to the new conditions. Today, there is often no opportunity 
to conduct different activities at the same time, without one interfe-
ring with the other. This leads to conflict and an occasional hot de-
bate where interests and groups are set against each other – existing 
visitors against new groups, adults and the elderly against children 
and young people. 7

 
The Byggboom report wants to raise a discussion about how new libraries are plan-
ned and gives examples of successful and less successful project collaborations. 
My conclusion is, the more engaged the staff, and sometimes even the visitors of 
the library was in the project together with the architects, the more successful the 
projects seemed in the end.
 
This is the starting point in my investigation. The Byggboom report focused on 
libraries at an aggregated level, but I want to examine how an interior designer can 
collaborate with the staff at a specific library to help them reach the goals of the 
SNSL.

7 Eriksson, Thord (2019) Byggboom. Stockholm: Svensk Biblioteksförening. pp.7

A Frivolous Architecture

The staff are the experts of the activities and the use of the library, but what 
happens when interior architects are not involved? The spaces may contain the 
right function and organisation, but they often feel common, impersonal and lacks 
the thoughtfulness regarding materials and details.8 The absence of harmony and 
sensibility in many cases results in spaces that people can’t relate to – they are 
“designed” for everyone but speaks to no one.

In my bachelor thesis I explored spaces of playfulness and pleasure and appointed 
myself as a pleasure supplier rather than a problem solver. I argued for spaces to 
be more than functional. They should stimulate the body and fantasy and create 
experiences and relations between spaces and people. I called it frivolous archi-
tecture - with no meaning - just for fun. This project is somewhat a continuation. 
The library of  Östersund has problems to be solved, but I am convinced that the 
role as a pleasure supplier is just as important to meet the goals of the SNSL. The 
library of Östersund is in need of more than new functions. To make the visitors 
feel like it is their own library, as the SNSL states, it needs solutions that people 
feel are created for them.

8 Kvint Annica (2018). Sverige behöver fler inredningsarkitekter! Tidskriften Arkitektur 
(February 19 2018)
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Excerpt from bachelor thesis

Frivolous Architecture
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THE DESIGN PROCESS

The Public Library of Östersund

During my visits to the library of Östersund I’ve talked both to the manager Maj 
Eriksson and the librarian in charge of the update of the children’s and youth de-
partment, Pia Junvald, about challenges and wishes regarding the interiors.
Maj Eriksson expresses a pride of her library and its interior architecture, most 
of it preserved as it was originally intended in its designs in the 50’s, but she feels 
the premises are way to small for the amount of people living in Östersund today. 
There are several activities she would like to accommodate that there isn’t space 
for. Some of that would be bookable rooms for meetings, a black box for performan-
ces, more spaces to have different events in, creative spaces for young people and 
so on. She also mentions how the library is designed in a different time with a lot 
of small nooks. Today she would like more flexible open spaces in which the staff 
could have a better overview.9

Pia Junvald walks me through the library and describes the vision of the new 
children’s and youth department. To better comply with the Library Act, the de-
partment should be more in focus and expanded to a larger part of the library and 
have other languages better integrated. She wants the age sectioning to be clearer 
and each section better adapted to the specific ages. In the children’s library she 
lacks a space to have group readings, and she asks for a division with an open 
space to be playful in for the more mobile children and then a quieter space to find 
focus reading in for those who are in need of that. She worries how to separate the 
sounds from the children's library and having the small children running out to the 
main library. She would like a softer flooring, since the children’s department have 
a lot of really small children with their parents on parental leave.10

For the older children and the youth department she lacks a space of tables to be 
used both for board games and the Sunday creative sessions. She also mentions 
that the visitors of the youth department often come by themselves and that they 
would like to have individual seatings to find focus for reading.

These thoughts and wishes are the foundation of my project and in combination 
with my analyses of both the SNSL and other libraries, the starting point of the 
design process. 11

9 Interview with Maj Eriksson, Östersund: January 9, 2020
10 Interview with Pia Junvald, Östersund: February 1, 2020
11 Ibid

Pia Junvald & Maj Eriksson
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1958 1982 2020

Entrance       photo: bengt weilert Entrance       photo: bengt weilert

Plan drawing of extention     architect: wiman-arkitekterna

Entrance hall Children's library

Childrens library, story room Childrens library, story room

Youth department Youth department
New built-in atrium      photo: bengt weilert

Plan drawing                       architect: bo cederlöf

Library interior        photo: hallings foto, östersund

Library of Östersund, PresentLibrary of Östersund, Past

DUE TO COPYRIGHT 
REASONS THE IMAGES IN 
THE DIGITAL EDITION ARE 

MISSING

DUE TO COPYRIGHT 
REASONS THE IMAGES IN 
THE DIGITAL EDITION ARE 

MISSING
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Libraries Of Today (Or Tomorrow) References

To get a better understanding of the modern library, I have visited three quite re-
cently built libraries of different sizes in the Stockholm area. My main goal was to 
see what activities the physical elements in the library encouraged, how the library 
was divided, and how the separation between interactions and individual focus 
was made. I collected what I found in diagrammatic plan drawings and illustra-
tions.

Illustrations of Encouraged Activities

Library of Kista                          photo: mauro lopez photography

Library of Luma                     photo: robin hayes Library of Östberga

1. spatial furniture, library of Kista, 2. stair-bookcase, library of Östberga, 3. reading circle with curtains, Luma 
library, 4. creative table, library of Kista, 5. clothing rack, Luma library, 6. seating group, library of Östberga, 7. 
study booths, Luma library,  8. amphie theatre, Luma library,  9. space to build with bricks, Luma library,

1.

2.

3..

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

DUE TO COPYRIGHT 
REASONS THE IMAGES IN 
THE DIGITAL EDITION ARE 

MISSING

DUE TO COPYRIGHT 
REASONS THE IMAGES IN 
THE DIGITAL EDITION ARE 

MISSING
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Library of  Luma
diagrammical plandrawing

Library of  Östberga
diagrammical plandrawing

Library of  Kista
diagrammical plandrawing

LOUD QUIET

LIBRARY STORAGE DISPLAY WORKSHOP
JOINT

FOCUS
SOLE

CHILL
SOLE

COZY
JOINT

ACTIVATE
JOINT

THE DESIGN PROCESSTHE DESIGN PROCESS

Library of Luma- Marge Arkitekter

The interior design is flirting in a lot of ways with the old lightbulb factory it is 
located in.  One enters straight to the children’s department, an open space with a 
stage, and space to run around in, toys to play with and sofas to read in. The infor-
mation desk is a bit further in and is followed by a long study table with computers. 
There is also small booths for even more focus and at the bottom there is a media 
department with seats to listen to music. The sound levels go from loud to quiet as 
one walks through.

Library of Östberga - Wester + Elsner Arkitekter

The library of Östberga is a part of Östberga culture house, a citizen initiative that 
also includes a youth center, open preschool and studios for the public to use.
In the entrance hall there is a small café and two seating groups.  The actual library 
is very small, but includes, in the front space besides the information desk, a study 
table with computers to use, two lounge chairs for reading magazines and some 
other armchairs for reading or having conversations in. The childrens books are 
displayed further inside and in addition to the books there is a small room surroun-
ded of curtains, with a built-in sofa which is used for cozy readings by parents with 
their children. On the outside of the sofa there is a combined bookshelf and stair 
which is possible to sit and read on, but during my visit it is used as an aid by a baby 
learning to walk. Beside the stair there is an oilcloth covered table that encourages 
creative activities. In connection to the library, the youth center has a creative 
room and a room with a stage that is full of activity during my visit. It appears the 
more quiet activities are placed in the front of the library and the children’s de-
partment is in connection to the youth center in the back - with a bit higher sound 
levels.

Library of  Kista -Wester + Elsner Arkitekter

The library of Kista is located in a mall to be an available space for the public. This 
is a very spacious library, distributed on one floor. There are two entrances to the 
library and it has four large zones. A large study and focus zone to the left, with 
both smaller single person rooms and a large study hall. In the middle there is the 
children’s department with platforms for book exhibition or to climb or sit on and a 
creative section with tables. To the right there is an adult department with mostly 
single seatings and by the entrance to the right and in connection to the children’s 
department, there is a livelier lounge and event space with tables for joint activi-
ties and with two different rooms for workshops and performances.

Diagram of Activity and Sound Levels
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Analysis of the Library of Östersund

During my own observations in the library, I mostly draw the same conclusions I 
heard from the library staff, but I also noted some other shortages. The entrance 
hall is today a large, quite empty space with some single seatings for reading the 
newspaper. The space is only used on the so-called creative sundays when a few ta-
bles are spread out. This is the first sight of the library and today it gives a vacuous 
expression. 

As Maj said, around the library there are a lot of beautiful interiors and architectu-
re preserved from the original building from the 50’s. The extension in the 80’s 
appears to have been done gently and keeps the original style with the red thread 
of pinewood and brick. But since then, there are some updated furniture and 
textiles that stand out, and in the context seems cheap and ordered from a library 
catalogue. They don't have the same detailing the original interior design has. The 
children’s department is the one with most of these updated furnitures. 

From my diagrammatic plandrawings of the library of Östersund  I could point out 
a need for spaces that encouraged joint activities, the premises was also missing a 
sense of orientation. The different departments are lacking identity connected to 
their functions, this is noticieble both visually and in the sound and activity levels. 
Therefore I made a new diagram with the sound and activity levels I am aiming 
towards.

Library of Östersund
diagrammical plandrawing

Current sound and activity levels

Aim of sound and activity levels

THE DESIGN PROCESS THE DESIGN PROCESS

 Diagram of Activity and Sound Levels
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The Swedish National Strategy for Libraries as a Design Brief

As a theoretic starting point, I have chosen two main themes from the SNLS. 
These are:

The libraries are to be used as society’s open spaces for 
mental cultivation, experiences and conversations.

and - 

Children’s rights and the right of children to be present in the 
libraries are to be prioritized.

To concretize these themes, I have picked out four quotes from the SNSL and one 
from the report To explore the library together with children, published by Högsko-
lan i Borås, which more specifically discusses the child’s relationship with learning 
and reading. 
In the design process, I investigate how to translate these quotes into four new 
elements specifically designed for the public library of Östersund.

THE DESIGN PROCESS

The quotes are:

”Events such as author visits, exhibitions, film screen-
ings, concerts and lectures are organised at libraries. 

The purpose is to spark curiosity, to prepare the way for 
discourse and learning, and to inspire attendees to make 

use of the library’s offerings"12

”The bodily experiences […] lead the child into the world 
and into the language and its many communication pos-

sibilities. Play, where an adult interacts with the child, 
is a powerful force for developing literacy and language 

skills."13

”It is important for children’s linguistic development 
and reading comprehension that they come into contact 
with picture stories, fairy tales, language games, rhymes 

and reading aloud at an early age."14

”The libraries are to provide free opportunities for 
learning, research, reading, experiences, creation and 

inspiration."15

"The libraries are to serve as a venue that people seek 
out in order to share experiences, thoughts and creative 

expressions with others."16

12 Fichtelius, Erik and Persson, Christina and Enarson, Eva (2019). The treasure trove of 
democracy: proposal for a national strategy for libraries. [Stockholm]: National Library of Sweden, 
National Strategy for Libraries. pp.11
13 Ibid pp.16
14 Johansson, Barbro and Hultgren, Frances (2018). Att utforma ett barnbibliotek tillsammans 
med barn, Vetenskap för professionen 42:2018, Högskolan i Borås, pp. 97
15 Fichtelius, Erik and Persson, Christina and Enarson, Eva (2019). The treasure trove of 
democracy: proposal for a national strategy for libraries. Stockholm: National Library of Sweden, 
National Strategy for Libraries. pp.5
16 Ibid. pp.5

THE DESIGN PROCESS
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My project does not aim to reinvent the library, but to investigate how to make 
small changes to existing environments which alters how the spaces are perceived 
and used. The emphasis lies in how the spatial design can encourage activity ver-
sus focus, the importance of forms, flows and meetings of different materials.

I analysed the findings of my study trips in relation to the quotes. Out of that I cre-
ated different scenarios and activities connected to the focus areas;  the entrance 
hall, the children’s library and the youth department.

THE DESIGN PROCESS THE DESIGN PROCESS

10m

Areas to make interventions to:
New youth department

Children's library

Entrance hall

Plan Drawing of Current Interior
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The entrance hall  currently only has single seatings for reading or waiting and 
an information desk. To support my quotes I want to add the possibility to have 
author visits,  meetings, screenings, exhibitions and workshops 17and an 
interior that encourages interactions.

17 A stage with tables and a stadium seating, could that all fit?
Scenario Illustrations of Entrance Hall

THE DESIGN PROCESS
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The children’s library  are in need of spaces to read aloud, in groups,18 or adult 
and child. It should be a place to discover19 by smaller children, a world of its own. 
The department would benefit from a division. One part devoted to joint activities 
such as exploring and the other part to focused reading together20 or alone.

18 Make a space within the space as in luma?
19 A stair or stadium seating as in Östberga and Kista?
20 Some kind of lounge chair that could fit two people?

Scenario Illustrations of Children's Library

THE DESIGN PROCESS
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The youth department  need seatings and different zones, both for workshops and 
maker spaces, but also to study, read alone or play games.21 It lacks an identity 
that speaks to young people and functions created for their needs.

My conclusion is that the library of Östersund is in need of an interior that 
supports more joint activities. But in some spaces also more focus. Because of 
the already crowded facilities, the spaces that exist has to be flexible and support 
different activities at different times. To answer to the quotes, my idea is to create 
flexible furniture and spaces that could be rearranged by the staff for different 
occasions or for other utilization when new requirements occurs.

21 A space with tables that could work in different settings?
Scenario Illustrations of Youth Department

THE DESIGN PROCESS
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Creative Exploration: Combining Architectural Elements

As an assignment for myself to get me started on how to combine different archi-
tectural properties, I listed all interior elements I could come up with and sorted 
them within 4 structural groups. I then combined elements from each group to 
create new figurations with both architecture and furniture qualities.

Within these new elements, I could imagine what activities they encouraged and it 
gave me some ideas on elements for the library, but also how to give furniture more 
spatial qualities.

interior elements combined into new figurations 

taxonomy of interior elements

OPENING FLOOR CEILING WALL

STAIRS BEAM ARC PILLAR

STORAGE RAILING TABLE SEATING

Combining Architectural Elements

THE DESIGN PROCESS THE DESIGN PROCESS
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Material and Form

To make people feel it is their library it’s important that the interiors communicate 
a sense of belonging. The new elements must align with the identity of the library. 
My role as an architect is to make sure that everything comes together - the new 
and the old. Both regarding materials and shapes.

I have taken inspiration in the materials, colors and shapes found in the archi-
tecture as well as in the original interior. My key inspiration is the sculpture ”i 
Vardande” by Jörgen Stening, found in the library atrium, and the repetitive wood 
detailing of the architecture both exterior and interior.

I found a colour scheme in the original interior of a muted dark green on plants, 
doors and ceiling and the warm brick red from the walls together with the dark yel-
low pine wood that I wanted to continue on. Newer added furniture and textile of 
the library has a bright color scheme of green, yellow, pink and red that I perceive 
as messy. My aim is to remove these items either by repainting or re-covering them 
in the new (old) color scheme to give a calmer impression.

I also want to continue on the materials that are already in the library, such as the 
pine wood, linoleum and leather. I want to add textile. Especially the children’s 
library would benefit from having textile carpets, both for acoustic reasons, but 
also to make it softer for all children to be on the floor. (though there will have to be 
a proper place to take care of shoes and outer garments in direct connection)

THE DESIGN PROCESS

Collection of colour, material and forms of library of Östersund

Main form inspiration; wood detail of facade; the scuplture I Vardande by Jörgen Stening
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Development

In the process of having a final proposal I modeled the library in 3d and made 
sketches of different configurations. I taped up the entire children’s library in full 
scale to get a better view of proportions and also tested the proportions with smal-
ler children . 
I made sketches of my new elements in the computer and when I found a typology 
I liked I tested it in a model. I then went back to the computer to change what I 
thought was necessary and elaborated the details.

From the scenarios I created an interior that, among several other additions, con-
tains four different elements that answers to the quotes and that changes the ways 
in which the library of Östersund could be used and perceived. These are: the stage, 
the stair, the sofa and the table. 

top: Digital material and colour moodboard, bottom from left: physical material pallet of existing material in buil-
ding, form exploration, material and form test for room dividers, material and form test for room dividers 

from top left: Focused reading space, testing heights of bodily experiences, height test for small children, bottom: 
taping up an explorative landscape.

Children's Library, Full Scale Tests

THE DESIGN PROCESS THE DESIGN PROCESS
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Element Development Models of New Elements
Scale 1:10, 1:20

READING TOGETHER

SCENARIOS

MAKERSPACE

PERFOMANCES

EXPLORING

DIVIDING

SEATING

ARCITECTURAL ELEMENTS SKETCHES OF NEW ELEMENTS 
FOR LIBRARY

TABLE

SEATING TABLE

SEATING

RAILING

WALL

CEILING

FLOOR

STAIR

WALL

THE DESIGN PROCESS THE DESIGN PROCESS

top left: Tables for makerspace, bottom left: sofa for reading aloud, top right: stage for perfomances, middle right: 
possibility for other settings, bottom right: stair for exploration
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PROPOSAL

THE DESIGN PROCESS

Material Moodboard

left: material moodboard for children's library  right: material moodboard for entrance hall and youth department
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isometric drawing of new proposal

ELEMENTS FOR NEW 
ACTIVITIES

THE TABLE

THE SOFA

THE STAIR

THE STAGE

ADDED

RE-ARRANGED
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The Stage 

– is an addition to the entrance hall that enables author visits, exhibitions, film 
screenings, concerts and lectures. This element has four scenarios embedded; 
The stall, a workshop setting, a stadium seating, and a stadium and stall. The stage 
contributes with a vast raise of activity to an, at the moment, unused and relatively 
passive space.
The stage is made out of pine as the original interiors and has taken inspiration 
from the shape of the bookshelves. On the top there is a linoleum carpet so that 
people can both sit and stand on it.

”
Events such as author visits, 
exhibitions, film screenings, 

concerts and lectures are 
organised at libraries. The 

purpose is to spark curiosity, to 
prepare the way for discourse 

and learning, and to inspire 
attendees to make use of the 

library’s offerings

"Swedish National Strategy for Libraries"
by The National Library

The Stage

1m

(1) stall, (2) workshop setting, (3) stadium seating, (4) stadium and stall

PROPOSAL PROPOSAL
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perspective drawing of entrance hall
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The Stair

 – Is an addition to the new and lively part of the children’s department to soften 
it and create an identity and dynamic that encourage and inspire children, their 
fantasy and movement. The space is intended for children with restless legs and 
it promotes activities as sitting, climbing, crawling and discoveries. Children 
can read, draw or observe, alone, together or with adults. An extra addition is the 
possibility to change the space with either a curtain wall or a curtain textile which 
enables story telling or activities in smaller groups. A magic place for children to 
long for and hopefully a pleasant first meeting with the public library and reading. 
The stair and the floors in the children’s library are covered with soft rugs to 
encourage the children to feel with their whole bodies. The soft forms are based on 
the sculpture by Jörgen Stening that can be seen in the atrium and can hopefully 
inspire the children’s imagination.

"To Explore a Library Togehether with Children"
 by Högskolan i Borås

”
The bodily experiences […] lead 

the child into the world and 
into the language and its

many communication 
possibilities. Play, where 

an adult interacts with the 
child, is a powerful force 

for developing literacy and 
language skills.

The Stair

1m

(1) curtain wall, (2) textile curtain, (3) full space

PROPOSAL PROPOSAL
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perspective drawing of children’s library - story room
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The Sofa 

– An addition to the quiet part of the children’s library with focus on books and 
reading. The massive sides of the sofas create a feeling of encapsulation, but the 
lower back means that the lines of sight are not limited as much and the airiness in 
the room can be maintained. The sofa and its sound attenuating material enables 
reading aloud by adults for one or more children. It is also a place where several 
small children can sit together and for older children seeking privacy.
The sofa is made of pine and has book trays on the side. The walls in the room are 
darker to create a calmer feeling than in the livelier part that has lighter walls. The 
shapes are the same as in the entire children’s section - soft and playful.

”
It is important for children’s 
linguistic development and 

reading comprehension that
they come into contact with 

picture stories, fairy tales, 
language games, rhymes and
reading aloud at an early age.

"Swedish National Strategy for Libraries"
by The National Library

The Sofa

1m

(1) tiered, (2) back to back, (3) facing

PROPOSAL PROPOSAL
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The Table 

– Is an addition to the youth department to create a space for activity that can 
be used, for example, to play games, study, hold organized creative workshops or 
makers spaces. A meeting place for young people to attract them to the library and 
in extension to encourage reading.
The table is also produced in pine wood and has a ceiling to create a spatiality. It 
should be possible to have power outlets in the module when needed, for example, 
during workshops. 

”
The libraries are to provide 

free opportunities for learning, 
research, reading,

experiences, creation and 
inspiration.

The libraries are to serve as a 
venue that people seek out in 

order to share experiences,
thoughts and creative 

expressions with others.

"Swedish National Strategy for Libraries"
by The National Library

The Table

1m

(1) single setting, (2) meeting setting, (3) makerspace setting

PROPOSAL PROPOSAL



64 65
perspective drawing of youth department



66 67

SUMMARY AND 
REFLECTION The library has been called the treasure trove of democracy. For many 

people it is one of  few open spaces in society and a room where educa-
tion in all its forms is available and where knowledgeable staff can help 
one orientate in a changing world. Nevertheless, in times of fake news 

and populism on the rise, Swedish libraries struggle with shrinking budgets and 
age-old premises.
 
In my master’s thesis I have taken a starting point in the Swedish national strategy 
for libraries, published by the National Library of Sweden on behalf of the Govern-
ment, and its vision of a library for all in 2030. 
 
Historically, the library has been quiet rooms with collections of books. Something 
that does not support today’s nor future needs of a library according to the national 
strategy. I asked myself if it was possible to combine the vision of an open space for 
all with the old-time quiet library and what role the interior architect could play in 
that transition?
 
I selected specific parts of the strategy and then interpreted them in the form of 
elements in order to, step by step, create spatialities that make the libraries better 
adapted to present and future needs. I have focused on activity versus calmness 
based on my research, but above all from the important input I received from the 
staff at the library of Östersund and the reference libraries I studied. 

SUMMARY AND REFLECTION
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The work has resulted in four changing elements that, in a place where the pre-
mises are limited, create opportunities for different types of activities. Hopefully 
also for different types of people. In this way, I hope to be able to make a small 
contribution in making libraries more accessible and user-friendly. In the end, it is 
a question of participation, knowledge and democracy.

The role of the interior architect is to give spaces more than functions. The library 
staff themselves often know what the needs are, but perhaps more rarely how to 
meet them and how to create rooms that people will visit and enjoy. In times when 
the debate has been hard regarding disturbance and unrest at the libraries, it is 
extra important that the premises are designed in a way that allows the libraries to 
carry on the activities they are intended to conduct. It is my firm belief that people 
will take care of and nurture an environment created for them, based on their 
needs, designed with care.

Making libraries a place for everyone is creating participation and belonging; of 
course at the library, but in the end also in society at large. My master’s thesis is at 
best a small, small contribution to such a process. Maybe a small golden coin in the 
treasure trove of democracy.

exhibition display
photo: sanna lindberg

SUMMARY AND REFLECTION
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